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William H. McGhee, MD, EdD
AIMS Journal Editor

General Conference Representative, 
Loma Linda Campus

AIMS was a physicians’ organization. 
 Our plan is to include at least one 
student missionary’s story and pictures 
in each of our AIMS Journals. We believe 
that our youth hold the keys to the 
future of the gospel, and we are excited 
about that.
 You will see that we have our first 
“From the President” article from new 
president, Ronald Fritz, DDS (page 
four). He will be sharing more of his 
thoughts in the next issue, as we simply 
did not have enough space for all of his 
salient comments.
 We then have our Zimbabwe 
student missionary story on page five.
 Ed Krick, MD, has nurtured the 
notion of the Medical Mission Relief 
Team over several months and he now 
shares that with you on page six. We 
would like you to be a part of this team.
 Our Haiti update is one way of 

FroM the edItor

by William H. McGhee, MD, EdD

“Let us broaden our target 
groups to include all of 
the health care professions 

at Loma Linda University” was clearly 
articulated in a recent AIMS executive 
meeting. This was discussed, and it was 
pointed out that our updated bylaws do 
indeed support that approach. I helped 
to recruit our first dentist into AIMS and 
now he is our president. We also talked 
about other health care professionals, 
and this issue includes our cover story by 
a family studies master’s degree student. 
 We believe that we have a wealth of 
health care persons at Loma Linda—and 
in other parts of the country and world 
as well. We would like to encourage these 
individuals to become members and 
assist as we work to “spread the gospel 
into all parts of the world.” Some have 
said this might take some adjustment on 
the part of the membership that have felt 

See Editorial on page 10
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several excuses Moses gave to God for 
not leading Israel out of Egypt. Lastly, 
like Jeremiah who claimed to be only 
a boy, when God touched his mouth, 
my excuses were unacceptable, and I 
thank you for this opportunity to serve 
AIMS in an area for which I have much 
passion: international medical service.
 You might also be wondering why 
a dental missionary is in this position. 
Some of the discussion by the board 
over the last couple of years involves 
how to best include other disciplines 
(like dentistry) and how to include all of 
the schools’ students and alumni. We are 
promptly providing more involvement 
by the School of Dentistry in the 
election of Clyde Roggenkamp, DDS, 
and Doyle Nick, DDS, to the board 
of directors. We regard dentistry as the 
fingers of the medical right arm of the 
gospel, and this dental input will only 
strengthen our influence and outreach. 
We intend to also move toward all of the 
other schools as we attempt to involve 
each and widen our perspective and 
participation. So please brace yourselves, 
and be patient with our growing pains, 

FroM the PreSIdent

by Ronald E. Fritz, DDS

To the AIMS executive committee 
and board of directors, and to 
the membership as well, I express 

my sincere appreciation for the vote of 
confidence shown to me in asking that 
I attempt to fill the shoes, of leaders like 
Edwin Krick, MD, and Jack Bennett, 
MD. This is a daunting task that will be 
a joyful challenge, but those who know 
me are very aware that my heart as well 
as my career, is dedicated to medical 
missions. I believe this to be the majority 
of Christ’s ministry on this earth, as He 
showed God’s loving character through 
the healing and relieving of human 
suffering. What a privilege, opportunity, 
and responsibility we have, to be able to 
follow this example with the tools and 
attitudes we all learned at Loma Linda 
University.
 You might be wondering what 
happened to president-elect William 
McGhee, MD. Dr. McGhee was asked 
to step into the GC position held by 
Don Roth. Dr. McGhee thought there 
could be a perceived conflict of interest 
if also serving as AIMS president, so the 
group tapped me on the shoulder. I tried 
to ignore it, then gave some of the same See President on page 10

Ronald E. Fritz, DDS
AIMS Journal President
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lab work from the village to the city 
every Wednesday was one of the many 
medical services I was involved in while 
spending a month in Zimbabwe working 
on my graduate project through Loma 
Linda University’s School of Behavioral 
Health. Volunteering at Murwira 
Childrens’ Home with 30 orphans 
ranging from 5 months to 17 years of 
age, I was astounded by the physical, 
emotional, and material needs of the 
people I had come to serve.
 I shall never forget my visit to the 
hut of man dying who sat in filth on a 

THERE WAS JOy
ZiMbAbWE ORpHANAGE REFlEcTiONS

by Jondelle D. McGhee, BS, MA

“Cobra!” A man in a hospital 
uniform bellowed and 
instantly I stopped in my 

tracks. Clenching the cold canister pail 
I had received from the Mutare village 
clinic, I was searching the hospital for 
the lab where the blood samples I carried 
could be tested for Hepatitis and HIV. 
Now, my mission was far from my mind. 
The African worker before me smiled a 
toothy grin and pointed to the shiny 
floor on which I stood. “Cobra Wax” he 
said again, and I smiled with relief that 
the corridor was in fact reptile-free.
 Driving HIV/AIDS patients and 

Jondelle D. McGhee with orphans from Muriwira Childrens’ Home in Zimbabwe.

See Zimbabwe on page 11
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suddenly vacant positions.
  As you are probably aware, the 
School of Medicine graduated its 
10,000th physician in 2011. Of those, 
over 1000 have spent a year or more 
in overseas service, and hundreds more 
have done short term stints. In today’s 
electronic world, it would seem logical 
to establish a network of willing relief 
personnel that could be contacted with 
requests for short term relief.
 Your AIMS board has convened 
a group to work on the details of 
launching this Medical Missions Relief 
Team (MMRT). Chaired by myself, 
this group of leaders includes Bill 
McGhee, MD, General Conference 
Representative to Loma Linda 
University; Doyle Nick, DDS, General 
Conference Director of Dental Affairs at 
Loma Linda University; Jan Zumwalt, 
RN, Loma Linda University Global 
Health Institute Associate Director and 
Loma Linda University Medical Center 
Executive Director for International 
Affairs; Scott Nelson, MD; Cliff Walters, 
MD; Walter Johnson, MD; and Nicole 
Batten, Alumni Association executive 

AIMS MedICAl MISSIonS 
relIeF teAM (MMrt)

by Edwin Krick, MD

Over the past 35 years, AIMS 
has been involved in numerous 
projects around the world: 

providing continuing medical education 
to groups of Adventist physicians, 
planning and conducting an AIDS 
conference in Africa, supporting 
mission hospitals with equipment and 
funds, and assisting in the planning 
and development of Adventist medical 
schools in several countries. Over the 
past year your AIMS strategic planning 
committee has considered several 
options for where we might focus our 
efforts in the immediate future.
 After extensive consultation with 
the late Elder Don Roth, our long-
time AIMS Journal editor and General 
Conference representative on campus, 
and his assistant Karen Porter, we realized 
that an urgent need of the Seventh-
day Adventist worldwide medical/
dental network of over 350 institutions 
was relief personnel. In order to serve 
effectively, our medical professionals 
need regular rest and relaxation, plus 
an occasional emergency leave. This 
presents a huge challenge to the hospitals 
and clinics with no organized way to fill See MMRT on page 10
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 After dealing with these crises, 
we headed out to Mariani for the 
groundbreaking at a new rehabilitation 
center being built by The Johanniter, 
an organization from Germany that is 
partnering with us in Haiti.
 We were in three cars, carrying the 
hospital leadership, a film crew, and 
several of us visitors. Part way there 
it became clear that the traffic jam we 
were sitting in was not going to let me 
get to the groundbreaking and back 
to the airport in time for my flight. So 
we pulled off the road, had the others 
crowd into the remaining cars while the 
best driver and I headed to the airport 
in the hospital ambulance. This is always 
the preferred vehicle when in a hurry, as 
its siren commands attention, even in 
traffic jams, and avoids being stopped 
for police checks.
 Richard is a very skilled driver, but 
what can you do when all the traffic 
in front and behind is stopped. As we 
poked along, we could see the incredible 
resilience of the Haitian people on full 
display. Agile motorcycle drivers were 
carrying young women in immaculately 
clean clothes through the slurry of 
rainwater, banana peels, mango skins, 
plastic bags, and Styrofoam containers 
that never decay. The walking pharmacy 
just went by, a tall cylinder carried by a 
vendor with rubber bands holding a wide 
variety of pill packs for easy sale. And 

I am sitting in a wheelchair in the 
crowded departure terminal of Port-
au-Prince, Haiti. It has been another 

fast trip, meeting with key leaders at our 
hospital and trying to participate in a 
groundbreaking for a new rehabilitation 
campus. And now in a wheelchair—I 
am actually fine, it is just the only place 
to sit in this crowded section of the 
airport. As for the groundbreaking, well 
that is the story of the morning. It began 
with an early morning e-mail from my 
wife, Judy, that our old dog Mookie was 
finally unable to walk and had become 
incontinent—we agreed that the time 
had finally come to put her down. It was 
the end of an era, and these always seem 
to happen when I am out of the country.
 Then Nathan Lindsey, our man 
on the ground in Haiti, came to pick 
us up with the news that one of our 
clinic nurses at the hospital had been 
kidnapped by armed guards during the 
night. They had come into her house, 
tied up the others, and carried her out, 
presumably to demand a ransom, the 
crime of choice right now in Haiti. 
Besides that, the main water line to the 
hospital had broken during the night, 
the automatic shutoff valve had failed 
to work, and our water tank had been 
drained dry. All this before a busy day 
of orthopedic surgeries by two visiting 
teams led by Scott Nelson, who has done 
so much in Haiti.

THE cAll TO SERVE
by Richard H. Hart, MD, DrPH
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a few, and applied now to the reservoir 
of disabilities in this country from long 
before the earthquake. Other services 
carry on as well, as babies are born, 
kids get sick and are cared for, and all 
the other patients of a busy community 
hospital line the halls.
 We have been concentrating on 
improving the infrastructure issues, and 
were finally able to move our volunteers 
from living in the unfinished patient 
ward to a set of duplexes by the hospital. 
We now have safe and sufficient water 
on the campus, courtesy of Versacare. 
(I have been assured the repair for last 
night’s break will be quick). The new 
patient ward is being completed, thanks 
to the Association of International 
Medical Services (AIMS) from Loma 
Linda. Accounts are up to date, bills are 

being paid, and you get the wonderful 
feeling of positive momentum, of 
progress against all odds.
 Credit goes to many, including the 
numerous short-term volunteers who 
have come with helping hands and loving 
hearts. The long-term volunteers have 
been working under extremely difficult 

always there was the women, squatting 
beside their offerings of oranges, 
mangoes, bread, various vegetables, piles 
of used clothing, plastic sandals, and 
other unnamed items.
 Soon we heard a siren coming up 
slowly behind us. At an intersection a 
police pickup cut in front and Richard, 
ever the opportunistic driver, pulled in 
behind. There were two armed police 
sitting in the back, wearing goggles and 
helmets, with AK-47 automatic rifles 
cocked and ready. We took advantage of 
the path they created for a few blocks. 
And now I am waiting in this wheelchair, 
in the safety of the airport.
 Even on this short trip, I had a 
chance to reflect once again on our 
mission—why we do these things. There 
are still a large number of volunteers 
coming to Hopital Adventiste d’Haiti, 
expecting to make a difference in the 
lives of many. Services continue to 
include incredible orthopedic surgeries, 
using modern techniques known only to 

Emily Rivas with a patient in Haiti.

Amy and Nathan Lindsey.
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AIMS President Ed Krick, MD, (middle) with AIMS Global Mission Award recipients 
Everet Witzel, MD, (left) and Evelyan Thomas, MD (right).

frustrations, work limitations, missing 
equipment and supplies, difficult 
communication, poor living conditions, 
and all the other things of life that are 
missed when not there, these are good 
times, the source of stories to be told 
and retold. Evidence of this is the fact 
that many come back time and again, 
renewing acquaintances, checking 
on old patients, and contributing to 
progress.
 This is Loma Linda at its best—our 
values in full display. This is why we need 
these connections, these opportunities 
to express compassion and love, to carry 
out the biblical mandate of service to 
others. We thank and honor those who 
continue to show the way—who light 
the path, for so many others.

conditions, living in crowded patient 
rooms and working long hours. Nathan 
and Amy Lindsey, Marc Julmisse, Brian 
Harmon, Emily Rivas, Randy Tall, 
and others have committed a year or 
more to working behind the scenes—
training, managing projects, counseling 
administration, coordinating volunteers, 
searching for supplies, and doing all the 
critical but unnoticed tasks that make an 
institution viable. Spending just a few 
hours with Nathan—with constant cell 
phone calls, sidewalk consults on various 
issues, hurried meals, and short nights—
makes one truly appreciative of what the 
human spirit is willing to do in service to 
others.
 Is it worth it? To a person, they 
will all say—ABSOLUTELY. Despite 

the Friday evening Vespers, March 2, 
2012, in the University Church during 
the Annual Postgraduate Convention 
(APC). The 2011 award recipients were 
Carl Bauer, MD, Benjamin Lau, MD, 
and Walter Thompson, MD.

Two members of the Association 
of International Medical 
Services, Everet Witzel, MD, 

and Evelyan Thomas, MD, were 
recognized with the Global Mission 
Award at the AIMS meeting held at 

AiMS GlObAl MiSSiON AWARD REcipiENTS
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AiMS GlObAl  
MiSSiON AWARD:   
NOMiNEE REquEST 
FOR 2013

Please send your suggestion for a 
person to be named a recipient of 
the 2013 AIMS Global Misson 

Award for 2013 to William McGhee, 
at wmcghee@llu.edu A person needs to 
be active in his or her profession for at 
least 10 years, contributed as a medical 
missionary—self-supporting or church 
sponsored—and the candidate should 
have made a major contribution which 
brings credit to the profession, the 
church, and AIMS. Thank you.

director. Our task is to get the AIMS 
website expanded to include a list of 
the Seventh-day Adventist institutions 
worldwide (with a brief description of 
each) and a page to post current needs 
with contact info. Rotating website 
monitor personnel will bring warmth 
to the process, expediting the answers to 
requests and helping to solve problems 
that arise. 
 We will be working closely with 
the General Conference Secretariat 
and Loma Linda office located in the 
Alumni Center to keep the website up 
to date and meet the needs that emerge. 
We encourage your input, suggestions 
and prayers that we may be successful 
in supporting the far-flung Seventh-
day Adventist medical network serving 
humanity.

as we transition to include a variety of 
health care professionals. 
 I thank you once again for handing 
me the opportunity to be of service 
through AIMS. My heart is in it, my 
life is in it, so please pray that we can 
advance the role of AIMS even more 
prominently. My thanks to a wonderful 
and dedicated executive committee, and 
our board of directors, and, of course, 
the outstanding Nicole Batten, executive 
director of the Alumni Association, 
School of Medicine of Loma Linda 
University. Please send us your thoughts 
and ideas, as God leads us forward.

following up on the sizeable funding, via 
a donation, that went through the AIMS 
organization some months ago. Richard 
Hart, MD, articulates this in his recent 
“President’s Column,” to Loma Linda 
University, which is reproduced on page 
seven of this AIMS Journal.
 Our Global Mission Awards were 
quite exciting given the contributions by 
the two recipients this year to our world 
work. Find out who received the awards 
at APC 2012 on page nine.
 And, finally, we do need your help. 
Send us your suggestions for our Global 
Mission Award for 2013.
 Under new leadership the AIMS 
organization looks forward to a 
successful year during 2012 and 2013.

(Continued from page 3)
Editorial

(Continued from page 4)
President

(Continued from page 6)
MMRT
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mat outside or the severely swollen face 
of a little girl suffering from mumps. 
As I tended to medical emergencies, 
bandaged wounds, and inspected teeth, 
I found myself doing things a non-
medically inclined individual would 
never imagine. Caring for the emotional 
health of the children at the orphanage, 
I was overwhelmed by the pain so 
many had suffered because of abuse and 
abandonment. Their stories brought 
tears to my eyes. And yet, in the midst 
of malady and malaise, there was joy.
 “Jesus loves me this I know” the 
children would sing at the top of their 

(Continued from page 5)
Zimbabwe

lungs as we lumbered down the dirt road 
in the back of a flatbed truck. Chickens 
scattered and goats scampered, as our 
merry mob of toddlers, tikes and teens 
would travel to church through dust 
and grime, singing all the way. It was 
moments like these that reminded me 
of the transforming power of God’s love. 
Hope in heaven and everlasting life can 
truly turn trial into triumph.
 As we embrace the call to service 
and give to those less fortunate than 
ourselves, the blessings we receive 
will be far beyond compare. After all, 
what could be more precious than 
participating in the healing and teaching 
ministry of Jesus?

The board invites you to carefully consider one of the following six levels 
of membership. Don’t forget that your current membership is a credit 
toward your membership upgrade!

Become a member of AIMS
Association of International Medical Services

TIERED MEMBERSHIPS

Remember, Life Memberships can 
be paid over a five year period!

Visit www.aims-health.net
to become a member!

• $1,000 Local Life Membership

• $2,000 Regional Life Membership

• $4,000 National Life Membership

• $7,500 International Life Membership

• $12,500 Global Life Membership

• $25,000 Universal Life Membership
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